





Appendix 3: Data Tables - Agencies

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total

WA Council on Addictions

Cyrenian House 956 956 1,116 1,060 755 763 5,606

Saranna 3 10 16 39 171 168 407
Palmerston Association (Inc)

Palmerston 77 747 750 682 507 525 3,988

Palmerston Farm 3 3 2 3 198 329 538
Salvation Army (WA) Property Trust

Bridge House - - - 4 1,094 384 1,482

Harry Hunter Rehabilitation Centre - 6 139 161 217 159 682

Bridge Counselling 105 175 179 139 72 105 775
Australian Institute for Alcohol &
Drug Addiction Resolution (Inc)

Holyoake 2,089 2,104 2,127 1,955 1,816 1,913 12,004
Mission Australia

Youth Withdrawal & Respite Service - - - - 57 239 296

Yirra 259 509 382 301 252 211 1,914
Serenity Lodge (Inc)

Serenity Lodge - - 162 417 494 468 1,541
Drug Arm (Inc)

Rosella House - - 5 31 31 43 110
St John of God Health Care

Drug and Alcohol Withdrawal

Network - - 1 213 508 427 1,149
Australian Medical Procedures
Foundation Ltd

Naltrexone Clinic 3 8 18 458 563 632 1,682
Aboriginal Alcohol and Drug Serv-
ices (Inc)

Aboriginal Alcohol and Drug Serv-

ices 390 213 276 217 166 146 1,408
Women'’s Health Association (Inc)

Women in Substance Education 7 146 215 165 151 252 936
Uniting Church in Australia Property
Trust (WA)

Hearth Program 67 66 123 86 86 77 505

Total 4,659 4,943 5,511 5,931 7,138 6,841 35,023




DruG & ALcoHoL OFFICE

UTiLISATION OF SERVICES, METROPOLITAN HEALTH REGIONS

INTRODUCTION

This publication provides an analysis of utilisation of all
services recorded by the Performance Indicator Clients
and Services Online (PICASO) and the Client Manage-
ment Information System (CMIS) data systems. The unit
of analysis is a treatment episode at non government
organisations (NGOs), which includes Community Drug
Service Teams (CDSTs) and Next Step programs.

Note: Details of definitions and methodology are contained
on page 7.

Whilst this analysis supports inferences about trends and
shifts in availability in drugs, variations may also reflect
geographical, seasonal and supply factors throughout
WA.

It should also be noted that variations in the recording of
information in data systems can be affected by a number
of factors, such as changes in definitions, expansion of
coverage through inclusion of data from additional service
providers and revisions of protocols. Caution should be
used in interpreting trends prior to 2002 as not all NGOs
participated in the PICASO system.

MaAIN PoInTS

These data are from the period 1999 to 2004 and are broken
down by year for each of the three metropolitan Health
Regions (HRs) by principal drug problem, agency type,
type of treatment, referral type and Aboriginality.
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Principal drug problem

East Metropolitan Health Region

The utilisation of all services grew by 46.2% from 1999
(3,086 episodes) to 2004 (4,513 episodes). See Table 1,
page 3.

Trends in the utilisation of services by annual number of
episodes are as follows (Table 1, page 3):

 alcohol episodes increased by 83.4%, from 661 in 1999
to 1,212 in 2004;

* amphetamine episodes increased by 315%, from 293
in 1999 to 1,215 in 2004;

» cannabis episodes increased by 14.9%, from 504 in
1999 to 579 in 2004;

* heroin episodes declined by 37.0%, from 848 in 1999
to 534 in 2004;

» other drug episodes increased by 37.9%, from 354 in
1999 to 488 in 2004; and

* non drug episodes (which refers to admissions to
programs involving matters such as concern about a
family member, gambling, a child of a parent with a
drug problem etc) increased by 13.9%, from 426 in
1999 to 485 in 2004.

Trends in utilisation of services by drug expressed as the
annual proportion for that drug of all treatment episodes
from 1999 to 2004 are as follows (Table 1, page 3):

 alcohol episodes 1 from 21.4% to 26.9%;

» amphetamines episodes M from 9.5% to 26.9%;
 cannabis episodes ¥ from 16.3% to 12.8%;

* heroin episodes ¥ from 27.5% to 11.8%;
 other drug episodes v from 11.5% to 10.8%; and
* non drug episodes ¥ from 13.8% to 10.7%.

South Metropolitan Health Region

The utilisation of all services grew by 93.7% from 1999
(2,449 episodes) to 2004 (4,744 episodes). See Table 2,
page 3. Trends in the utilisation of services by annual
number of episodes are as follows (Table 2, page 3):

 alcohol episodes increased by 95.9%, from 604 in 1999
to 1,183 in 2004;

« amphetamine episodes increased by 336%, from 288
in 1999 to 1,256 in 2004;
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» cannabis episodes increased by 178%, from 295 in
1999 to 820 in 2004;

* heroin episodes declined by 40.5%, from 617 in 1999
to 367 in 2004;

» other drug episodes increased by 132%, from 223 in
1999 to 517 in 2004; and

* non drug episodes increased by 42.4%, from 422 in
1999 to 601 in 2004.

Trends in utilisation of services by drug expressed as the
annual proportion for that drug of all treatment episodes
from 1999 to 2004 are as follows (Table 2, page 3):

 alcohol episodes 1 from 24.7% to 24.9%;

+ amphetamines episodes N from 11.8% to 26.5%;
» cannabis episodes P 12.0% to 17.3%;

* heroin episodes ¥ from 25.2% to 7.7%;

+ other drug episodes 1N from 9.1% to 10.9%; and
* non drug episodes ¥ from 17.2% to 12.7%.

North Metropolitan Health Region

The utilisation of all services grew by 56.2% from 1999
(2,549 episodes) to 2004 (3,981 episodes). See Table 3,
page 3.

Trends in the utilisation of services by annual number of
episodes are as follows (Table 3, page 3):

» alcohol episodes increased by 96.0%, from 503 in 1999
to 986 in 2004;

* amphetamine episodes increased by 256%, from 245
in 1999 to 872 in 2004;

» cannabis episodes increased by 131%, from 268 in
1999 to 620 in 2004;

* heroin episodes declined by 44.6%, from 707 in 1999
to 392 in 2004;

» other drug episodes increased by 102%, from 273 in
1999 to 550 in 2004; and

* non drug episodes increased slightly by 1.5%, from
553 in 1999 to 561 in 2004.

Trends in utilisation of services by drug expressed as the
annual proportion for that drug of all treatment episodes
from 1999 to 2003 are as follows (Table 3, page 3):

 alcohol episodes N from 19.7% to 24.8%;

» amphetamines episodes I from 9.6% to 21.9%;

» cannabis episodes N from 10.5% to 15.6%;

* heroin episodes ¥ from 27.7% to 9.8%;

+ other drug episodes I from 10.7% to 13.8%; and
* non drug episodes ¥ from 21.7% to 14.1%.

Agency type

The breakdown in Table 4 (page 4) of utilisation of services
by agency type, shows that in the East Metropolitan and
North Metropolitan HRs in 2003 the majority of services
were provided by NGOs excluding CDSTs, whereas in
the South Metropolitan Health Region CDSTs provided
the majority of services.

A special analysis of utilisation of services in the Metro-
politan HR to include the sobering up centre (SUC) shows
that in this HR 34.5% out of a total of 6,889 episodes
involved attendances at the SUC.

Main treatment type

The breakdown of major types of treatment (excluding
SUCs) for 2002 and 2003 shows that the majority of epi-
sodes involved counselling (Table 5, page 4).

In 2003, after counselling, the next most significant type
of treatment was detoxification, information and educa-
tion and detoxification for the East Metropolitan, South
Metropolitan and North Metropolitan HRs respectively.

Treatment setting
In 2004 in the:

» East Metropolitan HR there was 3,773 (83.6%) out of
atotal of 4,513 episodes which were at non residential
settings (Table 6, page 5);

*  South Metropolitan HR there was 4,066 (85.7%) out of
a total of 4,744 episodes which were at non residential
settings (Table 7, page 5); and

*  North Metropolitan HR there was 3,513 (88.2%) out of
a total of 3,981 episodes which were at non residential
settings (Table 8, page 5).

Referral type

In 2004 self referral was the most frequent source of refer-
ral, accounting for 1,712 (37.9%) of all referrals in the
East Metropolitan HR, 1,301 (32.7%) of all referrals in the
North Metropolitan HR and 1,750 (36.9%) of all referrals
in the South Metropolitan HR (Table 9, page 5).

In 2004 the justice system was the second most frequent
source of referral, accounting for 616 (13.7%) of all
referrals in the East Metropolitan HR and 1,000 (21.1%)
of all referrals in the South Metropolitan HR (Table 9,

page 5).

Indigenous status

Figure 1 (page 7) presents a breakdown of Aboriginal
and non Aboriginal episodes in the three metropolitan
HRs from 1999 to 2004. (This data excludes cases where
Aboriginality had not been recorded or was unknown.)

Overall, of the total of 68,635 episodes in 1999 to 2004,
6,410 (9.3%) were Aboriginal and 58,545 (85.3%) were
non Aboriginal. (See Table 10, page 7.)

It can also be seen there were variations in the proportion
of Aboriginal episodes with 11.7%, 10.7% and 4.8% of
all episodes in the East Metropolitan, South Metropolitan
and North Metropolitan HRs respectively.
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PRriNcIPAL DRUG PROBLEM

Table 1:
Annual episodes, all services, principal drug problem, East Metro Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
n % n % n % n % n % n %
Alcohol 661 214 844 199 1,078 235 1,059 243 1,407 290 1212 269
Amphetamines 293 9.5 611 144 1,065 232 1,060 243 1243 256 1,215 26.9
Cannabis 504  16.3 597  14.1 815  17.8 801 184 697 144 579 128
Heroin 848 275 1,132 26.6 610 133 524 120 515 106 534 118
Other drugs 354 115 805  18.9 478 104 372 8.5 422 8.7 488  10.8
Non drug 426 138 260 6.1 539 118 540 124 570 117 485 107
Total 3,086 1000 4,249 1000 4,585 1000 4,356 100.0 4,854 100.0 4,513 100.0

Table 2:
Annual episodes, all services, principal drug problem, South Metro Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
n % n % n % n % n % n %
Alcohol 604 247 693 202 811 214 900 243 1,119 251 1,183  24.9
Amphetamines 288 118 520 152 850 225 832 224 1,010 227 1256 265
Cannabis 295 120 514  15.0 665  17.6 844 227 923 207 820 17.3
Heroin 617 252 705 206 377 100 247 6.7 314 7.1 367 7.7
Other drugs 223 9.1 726 212 552 14.6 351 9.5 465  10.4 517 109
Non drug 422 172 272 7.9 526  13.9 536  14.4 619  13.9 601 127
Total 2,449 100.0 3,430 100.0 3,781 100.0 3,710 100.0 4,450 100.0 4,744 100.0

Table 3:
Annual episodes, all services, principal drug problem, North Metro Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
n % n % n % n % n % n %

Alcohol 503  19.7 636 187 784  23.1 802 237 919 247 986  24.8
Amphetamines 245 9.6 429 126 696  20.5 687 203 733 197 872 219
Cannabis 268 105 342 10.0 498  14.7 682 202 682  18.4 620 156
Heroin 707 277 956  28.1 461 136 311 9.2 395 106 392 9.8
Other drugs 273 107 679  19.9 442 13.0 332 9.8 450  12.1 550  13.8
Non drug 553 217 362 106 518 152 567  16.8 535  14.4 561  14.1
Total 2,549 100.0 3,404 100.0 3,399 100.0 3,381 100.0 3,714 100.0 3,981 100.0
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AGENcY TYPE

Table 4:

Annual episodes, all services, agency type, metro health regions
1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

East Metro Health Region

CDSTs 558 824 1,216 1,286 1,153 1,026
Next Step 529 1,340 912 701 857 1,231
NGOs 1,999 2,085 2,457 2,369 2,844 2,256
Sub total 3,086 4,249 4,585 4,356 4,854 4,513
Sobering up centre 2,775 2,548 2,467 3.094 3,670 2,376
Total 5,861 6,797 7,052 7,450 8,524 6,889

South Metro Health Region

CDSTs 953 1,264 1,673 1,704 1,928 1,869
Next Step 472 975 852 772 852 1,029
NGOs 1,024 1,191 1,256 1,234 1,670 1,846
Total 2,449 3,430 3,781 3,710 4,450 4,744

North Metro Health Region

CDSTs 686 772 988 1064 942 828
Next Step 494 1,191 809 691 1,010 1,391
NGOs 1,369 1,441 1,602 1,626 1,762 1,762
Total 2,549 3,404 3,399 3,381 3,714 3,981

TREATMENT TYPE

Table 5:
Annual episodes, all services, treatment type, East Metro Health Region, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Assessment only 10 592 284 322 379 445
Counselling 2,173 2,460 3,135 2,779 2,144 2,104
Information & education only 10 48 178 293 268 132
Pharmacotherapy 251 437 262 218 21 201
Rehabilitation 352 423 338 362 1,265 765
Detoxification 262 254 284 225 245 269
Other 28 35 104 157 342 597
Total 3,086 4,249 4,585 4,356 4,854 4,513
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TREATMENT TYPE

Table 6:
Annual episodes, all services, treatment type, South Metro Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Assessment only 15 382 221 263 395 494
Counselling 1,359 1,397 2,014 2,302 2,195 2,271
Information & education only 19 82 162 382 540 444
Pharmacotherapy 216 314 249 219 316 350
Rehabilitation 600 1,043 860 196 529 505
Detoxification 215 178 176 201 240 256
Other 25 34 99 147 235 424
Total 2,449 3,430 3,781 3,710 4,450 4,744

Table 7:
Annual episodes, all services, treatment type, North Metro Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Assessment only 11 482 224 376 378 343
Counselling 1,743 1,834 2,100 1,828 1,589 1,564
Information & education only 41 101 288 417 359 252
Pharmacotherapy 256 450 266 209 212 251
Rehabilitation 263 301 224 147 494 556
Detoxification 215 205 212 269 285 300
Other 20 31 85 135 397 715
Total 2,549 3,404 3,399 3,381 3,714 3,981
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TREATMENT SETTING

Table 8:
Annual episodes, all services, treatment setting
East Metro Health Region, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Residential

Female 180 212 184 232 345 197

Male 281 336 317 370 980 543

Unknown - 2 1 - - -

Total 461 550 502 602 1,325 740
Non residential

Female 941 1,360 1,522 1,350 1,383 1,487

Male 1,684 2,337 2,555 2,403 2,146 2,285

Unknown - 2 6 1 - 1

Total 2,625 3,699 4,083 3,754 3,529 3,773
All services

Female 1,121 1,572 1,706 1,582 1,728 1,684

Male 1,965 2,673 2,872 2,773 3,126 2,828

Unknown - 4 7 1 - 1

Total 3,086 4,249 4,585 4,356 4,854 4,513

Table 9:

Annual episodes, all services, treatment setting
South Metro Health Region, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Residential

Female 129 142 117 140 200 182

Male 198 230 220 301 479 496

Unknown - - - - 1 -

Total 327 372 337 441 680 678
Non residential

Female 830 1,146 1,360 1,213 1,377 1,426

Male 1,292 1,911 2,081 2,054 2,393 2,640

Unknown - 1 3 2 - -

Total 2,122 3,058 3,444 3,269 3,770 4,066
All services

Female 959 1,288 1,477 1,353 1,577 1,608

Male 1,490 2,141 2,301 2,355 2,872 3,136

Unknown - 1 3 2 1 -

Total 2,449 3,430 3,781 3,710 4,450 4,744
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TREATMENT SETTING

Table 10:
Annual episodes, all services, treatment setting
North Metro Health Region, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Residential

Female 150 157 119 137 166 165

Male 229 232 221 198 356 303

Unknown - - - - - -

Total 379 389 340 335 522 468
Non residential

Female 984 1,276 1,312 1,295 1,383 1,493

Male 11,83 1,739 1,743 1,751 1,809 2,020

Unknown 3 - 4 - - -

Total 2,170 3,015 3,059 3,046 3,192 3,513
All services

Female 1,134 1,433 1,431 1,432 1,549 1,658

Male 1,412 1,971 1,964 1,949 2,165 2,323

Unknown 3 - 4 - - -

Total 2,549 3,404 3,399 3,381 3,714 3,981

RerFeRRAL TYPE
Table 11:
Annual episodes, all services, referral type, East Metro Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Justice 28 350 621 830 688 616
Diversion 2 121 409 336 325 260
Family 15 282 499 487 518 456
Self 74 967 1,331 1,260 1,895 1,712
Medical 24 219 256 154 244 462
Non residential unit 83 371 426 434 495 439
Residential unit 6 102 270 259 388 363
Other 2,854 1,837 773 596 301 205
Total 3,086 4,249 4,585 4,356 4,854 4,513
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REerFerrAL TYPE

Table 12:
Annual episodes, all services, referral type, South Metro Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Justice 21 189 570 738 914 1,000
Diversion 3 149 322 295 253 227
Family 10 216 462 406 515 446
Self 69 696 947 1,062 1,445 1,750
Medical 32 233 371 254 389 385
Non residential unit 76 235 499 356 401 420
Residential unit 9 93 162 202 243 252
Other 2,229 1,619 448 397 290 264
Total 2,449 3,430 3,781 3,710 4,450 4,744

Table 13:
Annual episodes, all services, referral type, North Metro Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Justice 9 201 382 432 353 307
Diversion 2 85 332 349 327 324
Family 6 2,136 416 409 430 437
Self 70 778 1,126 998 1,232 1,301
Medical 18 209 290 222 363 517
Non residential unit 114 383 381 374 435 561
Residential unit 6 93 143 197 175 186
Other 2,324 1,439 329 400 399 348
Total 2,549 3,404 3,399 3,381 3,714 3,981
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INDIGENOUS STATUS

Table 14:
Annual episodes, all services, indigenous status, metro health regions, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total

East Metro

Aboriginal 425 425 584 489 587 497 3,007
Non Aboriginal 2,289 3,552 3,716 3,709 4177 3,915 21,358
Unknown 472 272 285 158 90 101 1,278
Total 3,086 4,249 4,585 4,356 4,854 4,513 25,643
South Metro

Aboriginal 189 280 348 397 578 630 2,422
Non Aboriginal 1,829 2,772 3,230 3,199 3,778 3,976 18,784
Unknown 431 378 203 114 94 138 1,358
Total 2,449 3,430 3,781 3,710 4,450 4,744 22,564
North Metro

Aboriginal 171 139 137 150 209 175 981
Non Aboriginal 2,065 3,078 3,094 3,149 3,381 3,636 18,403
Unknown 313 187 168 82 124 170 1,044
Total 2,549 3,404 3,399 3,381 3,714 3,981 20,428
Total metro

Aboriginal 785 844 1,069 1,036 1,374 1,302 6,410
Non Aboriginal 6,183 9,402 10,040 10,057 11,336 11,527 58,545
Unknown 1,116 837 656 354 308 409 3,680
Total 8,084 11,083 11,765 11,447 13,018 13,238 68,635

Figure 1:

Annual episodes, all services, indigenous status, metro health regions, 2002-2004
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DruG & ALcoHoL OFFICE

UTiLisATION OF SERVICES, SouTH WEST HEALTH REGIONS

INTRODUCTION

This publication provides an analysis of utilisation of all
services recorded by the Performance Indicator Clients
and Services Online (PICASO) and the Client Manage-
ment Information System (CMIS) data systems. The unit
of analysis is a treatment episode at non government
organisations (NGOs), which includes Community Drug
Service Teams (CDSTs) and Next Step programs.

Note: Details of definitions and methodology are contained
on page 7.

Whilst this analysis supports inferences about trends and
shifts in availability in drugs, variations may also reflect
geographical, seasonal and supply factors throughout
WA.

It should also be noted that variations in the recording of
information in data systems can be affected by a number
of factors, such as changes in definitions, expansion of
coverage through inclusion of data from additional service
providers and revisions of protocols. Caution should be
used in interpreting trends prior to 2002 as not all NGOs
participated in the PICASO system.

MaAIN PoInTS

These data are from the period 1999 to 2004 and are
broken down by year for the South West, Great Southern
and Wheatbelt Health Regions (HRs) by principal drug
problem, agency type, type of treatment, referral type and
Aboriginality.
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Principal drug problem

South West Health Region

The utilisation of all services grew by 131% from 1999
(325 episodes) to 2004 (752 episodes). See Table 1, page
4.

Trends in the utilisation of services by annual number of
episodes are as follows (Table 1, page 4):

 alcohol episodes increased by 49.2%, from 124 in 1999
to 185 in 2004;

« amphetamine episodes increased by 434%, from 41 in
1999 to 219 in 2004;

» cannabis episodes increased by 144%, from 71 in 1999
to 173 in 2004;

* heroin episodes decreased by 41.3%, from 46 in 1999
to 27 in 2004;

« other drug episodes increased by 88.6%, from 35 in
1999 to 66 in 2004; and

* non drug episodes (which refers to admissions to
programs involving matters such as concern about a
family member, gambling, a child of a parent with a
drug problem etc) increased by 925%, from 8 in 1999
to 82 in 2004.

Trends in utilisation of services by drug expressed as the
annual proportion for that drug of all treatment episodes
from 1999 to 2004 are as follows (Table 1, page 4):

+ alcohol episodes v from 38.2% to 24.6%;

» amphetamines episodes P from 12.6% to 29.1%;

+ cannabis episodes P from 21.8% to 23.0%;

* heroin episodes ¥ from 14.2% to 3.6%;

+ other drugs episodes ¥ from 10.8% to 8.8%; and
* non drug episodes P  from 2.5% to 10.9%;

Great Southern Health Region

The utilisation of all services grew by 68.7% from 1999
(217 episodes) to 2004 (366 episodes). See Table 2, page
4.

Trends in the utilisation of services by annual number of
episodes are as follows (Table 2, page 4):

» alcohol episodes increased by 31.5%, from 92 in 1999
to 121 in 2004;
« amphetamine episodes increased by 700%, from 10 in

This publication is available online at
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1999 to 80 in 2004;

* cannabis episodes increased by 85.7%, from 42 in 1999
to 78 in 2004;

* heroin episodes decreased by 39.3%, from 28 in 1999
to 17 in 2004;

e other drug episodes increased by 13.0%, from 23
episodes in 1999 to 26 in 2004; and

* non drug episodes increased by 100%, from 22 in 1999
to 44 in 2004.

Trends in utilisation of services by drug expressed as the
annual proportion for that drug of all treatment episodes
from 1999 to 2004 are as follows (Table 2, page 4):

+ alcohol episodes WV from 42.4% to 33.1%;

» amphetamines episodes I from 4.6% to 21.9%;
* cannabis episodes P 19.4% to 21.3%;

* heroin episodes ¥ from 12.9% to 4.6%;

+ other drugs episodes ¥ from 10.6% to 7.1%; and
* non drug episodes N 10.1% to 12.0%.

Wheatbelt Health Region

The utilisation of all services grew by 192% from 1999
(135 episodes) to 2004 (337 episodes). See Table 3, page
4.

Trends in the utilisation of services by annual number of
episodes are as follows (Table 3, page 4):

» alcohol episodes increased by 303%, from 34 in 1999
to 137 in 2004,

* amphetamine episodes increased 1,375%, from 4 in
1999 to 59 in 2004;

* cannabis episodes increased by 108%, from 24 in 1999
to 50 in 2004;

Figure 1:

Number of episodes, all services, age group by sex

South West Health Regions, 2004

* heroin episodes decreased by 8.0%, from 25 in 1999
to 23 in 2004;

o other drug episodes increased by 169%, from 13 in
1999 to 35 in 2004; and

* non drug episodes decreased by 5.7%, from 35 in 1999
to 33 in 2004.

Trends in the utilisation of services by each drug expressed
as the annual proportion for that drug of all treatment
episodes from 1999 to 2004 are as follows (Table 3, page
4):

 alcohol episodes N from 25.2% to 40.7%;

» amphetamines episodes I from 3.0% to 17.5%;
 cannabis episodes ¥ from 17.8% to 14.8%;

* heroin episodes ¥ from 18.5% to 6.8%;

+ other drugs episodes I from 9.6% to 10.4%; and
* non drug episodes ¥ from 25.9% to 9.8%.

Age group

The breakdown of age distribution by sex for the year
2004 indicates males were younger than females and more
likely to be clustered in the 15 to 34 age range, whereas
females were distributed more evenly across the 15 to 24,
25 to 34 and 35 to 44 age groups (Figure 1).

Overall, of the 1,455 episodes in 2004, 28 (1.9%) involved
the <15 age group, 426 (31.2%) involved the 15 to 24 age
group, 488 (26.5%) involved the 25 to 34 age group, 273
(17.9%) involved the 35 to 44 age group and 240 (13.9%)
involved the 45 years and older age group.
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Agency type
The breakdown of utilisation of services by agency type
shows that in the Great Southern, South West and Wheat-

belt HRs in 2004 the majority of services were provided
by CDSTs (Table 4, page 5) .

There are no sobering up centres (SUCs) operating in any
of these HRs.

Main treatment type

Table 5 (page 5) presents a breakdown of major types
of treatment provided by all services in the years 2002
and 2003.

This shows that in 2003 the majority of episodes involved
counselling in the Great Southern (62.8%) and South
West HRs (53.2%), whereas the majority of episodes
involved information and education in the Wheatbelt HR
(42.4%).

As expected, due to the limited availability of residential
facilities, there were few episodes involving detoxifica-
tion or rehabilitation at services in any of these HRs. In
the South West HR there were a small number of episodes
for the pharmacotherapy category.

Referral type

In 2004 in the Great Southern HR there was a total of
366 referrals, of which 156 (42.6%) were self referred,
51 (13.9%) were from the justice system and 42 (11.5%)
were referred by a family member (Table 6, page 6).

In 2004 in the South West HR there was a total of 752
referrals, of which 225 (29.9%) were self referred, 109
(14.5%) were from the justice system and 107 (14.2%)
were through diversion (Table 6, page 6).

In 2004 in the Wheatbelt HR there was a total of 337 refer-
rals, of which 88 (26.1%) were from the justice system,
72 (21.4%) were self referred and 40 (11.9%) were from
a non residential unit (Table 6, page 6).

Indigenous status

Figure 2 (page 7) presents a breakdown of Aboriginal and
non Aboriginal episodes in the three HRs from 1999 to
2004. (This data excludes cases where Aboriginality had
not been recorded or was unknown.)

Overall, of the total of 7,222 episodes in 1999 to 2004,
968 (13.4%) were Aboriginal and 6,002 (83.1%) were non
Aboriginal. (See Table 7, page 7.)

It can also be seen there were variations in the proportion
of Aboriginal episodes, with 18.3%, 8.7% and 18.5% of all
episodes in the Great Southern, South West and Wheatbelt
HRs respectively.
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PRriNcIPAL DRUG PROBLEM

Table 1:
Annual episodes, all services, principal drug problem, South West Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
n % n % n % n % n % n %
Alcohol 124 382 155 315 248 357 224 303 222 31.1 185  24.6
Amphetamines 41 126 83 16.9 149 215 140  18.9 152 213 219 29.1
Cannabis 71 218 97 197 18  17.0 174 235 181 254 173 23.0
Heroin 46 142 57  11.6 41 5.9 39 5.3 29 4.1 27 3.6
Other drugs 35 108 77 157 99 143 77 104 67 9.4 66 8.8
Non drug 8 25 23 47 39 5.6 8 115 63 8.8 82 109
Total 325 100.0 492 100.0 694 100.0 739 100.0 714 100.0 752 100.0

Table 2:
Annual episodes, all services, principal drug problem, Great Southern Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
n % n % n % n % n % n %

Alcohol 92 424 88 413 83 287 91 2838 103 275 121 331
Amphetamines 10 4.6 30 14.1 43 149 50 15.8 54 144 80 219
Cannabis 42 194 51 239 93 322 89 282 135  36.1 78 213
Heroin 28 129 12 5.6 5 1.7 1 3.5 9 2.4 17 4.6
Other drugs 23 106 18 8.5 26 9.0 28 8.9 25 6.7 26 7.1
Non drug 22 101 14 6.6 39 135 47 149 48 128 44 120
Total 217 100.0 213 100.0 289 100.0 316 100.0 374 100.0 366 100.0

Table 3:
Annual episodes, all services, principal drug problem, Wheatbelt Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
n % n % n % n % n % n %

Alcohol 34 252 67 30.6 68  23.8 83 226 82 212 137 407
Amphetamines 4 3.0 28 12.8 48 16.8 48 13.1 49 12.7 59 17.5
Cannabis 24 178 41 187 68 23.8 62 16.9 65 16.8 50 14.8
Heroin 25 185 20 9.1 9 3.1 13 3.5 13 3.4 23 6.8
Other drugs 13 9.6 32 14.6 236 9.1 12 3.3 22 5.7 35 10.4
Non drug 35 259 31 142 67 234 149  40.6 156 40.3 33 9.8
Total 135 100.0 219 100.0 286 100.0 367 100.0 387 100.0 337 100.0
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AGENcY TYPE

Table 4:

Annual episodes, all services, agency type, South West health regions, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Great Southern Health Region

CDSTs 190 193 268 298 350 342

Next Step 10 8 9 7 4 3

NGOs 17 12 12 11 20 21

Total 217 213 289 316 374 366
South West Health Region

CDSTs 262 409 610 653 590 612

Next Step 28 43 38 25 22 43

NGOs 35 40 46 61 102 97

Total 325 492 694 739 714 752
Wheatbelt Health Region

CDSTs 85 156 241 305 321 271

Next Step 14 27 15 13 14 31

NGOs 36 36 30 49 52 35

Total 135 219 286 367 387 337

TREATMENT TYPE

Table 5:

Annual episodes, all services, treatment type, Great Southern Health Region, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Assessment only - 5 6 5 17 16
Counselling 191 191 239 220 238 243
Information & education only 4 24 51 94 53
Pharmacotherapy 1 5 3 1
Rehabilitation 11 6 6 7 21
Detoxification 7 3 4 15 13 17
Other 1 3 14 2 15
Total 217 213 289 316 374 366

Table 6:
Annual episodes, all services, treatment type, South West Health Region, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Assessment only - 19 16 34 51 47
Counselling 273 411 559 444 397 487
Information & education only - 4 30 107 100 68
Pharmacotherapy 7 13 15 59 39 36
Rehabilitation 25 28 20 34 52 42
Detoxification 20 16 43 36 41 39
Other - 1 1 25 34 33
Total 325 492 694 739 714 752
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TREATMENT TYPE

Table 7:
Annual episodes, all services, treatment type, Wheatbelt Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Assessment only - 11 3 13 21 21
Counselling 118 181 215 194 159 240
Information & education only - 2 40 141 163 40
Pharmacotherapy 10 11 5 3 13 7
Rehabilitation 3 10 1 7 20 8
Detoxification 2 3 8 7 5 7
Other 2 1 4 2 6 14
Total 135 219 286 367 387 337

REerFerrAL TYPE

Table 8:
Annual episodes, all services, referral type, Great Southern Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Justice 3 6 41 80 91 51
Diversion - 4 27 22 19 26
Family - 5 25 32 38 42
Self 1 52 109 111 128 156
Medical 1 9 19 18 17 23
Non residential unit - 5 15 31 35 27
Residential unit - 4 12 14 7 14
Other 212 128 41 8 39 27
Total 217 213 289 316 374 366

Table 9:
Annual episodes, all services, referral type, South West Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Justice - 55 155 158 187 109
Diversion - 12 35 73 78 107
Family - 28 65 69 45 69
Self 2 51 142 202 175 225
Medical 1 25 105 74 73 89
Non residential unit 1 58 90 83 89 88
Residential unit - 22 49 37 44 42
Other 321 241 53 43 23 23
Total 325 492 694 739 714 752
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REerFerrAL TYPE

Table 10:
Annual episodes, all services, referral type, Wheatbelt Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Justice - 15 47 68 49 88
Diversion 2 9 31 16 24 20
Family - 18 31 23 24 25
Self 4 64 97 80 73 72
Medical - 9 18 17 21 26
Non residential unit 3 14 19 18 29 40
Residential unit 1 9 10 8 19 33
Other 125 81 33 137 148 33
Total 135 219 286 367 387 337

INDIGENOUS STATUS

Table 11:
Annual episodes, all services, indigenous status, South West health regions, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total
Great Southern HR
Aboriginal 43 41 56 63 65 56 324
Non Aboriginal 170 157 189 239 307 305 1,367
Unknown 4 15 44 14 2 5 84
Total 217 213 289 316 374 366 1,775
South West HR
Aboriginal 15 41 72 80 67 48 323
Non Aboriginal 279 437 601 651 645 697 3,310
Unknown 31 14 21 8 2 7 83
Total 325 492 694 739 714 752 3,716
Wheatbelt HR
Aboriginal 23 22 58 84 66 68 321
Non Aboriginal 100 155 214 272 319 265 1,325
Unknown 12 42 14 11 2 4 85
Total 135 219 286 367 387 337 1,731
Total
Aboriginal 81 104 186 227 198 172 968
Non Aboriginal 549 749 1,004 1,162 1,271 1,267 6,002
Unknown 47 71 79 33 6 16 252
Total 677 924 1,269 1,422 1,475 1,455 7,222
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INDIGENOUS STATUS

Figure 2:

Annual episodes, all services, indigenous status, South West health
regions, 1999-2004
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DruG & ALcoHoL OFFICE

UTiLisATION OF SERvICES, MiDWEST HEALTH REGIONS

INTRODUCTION

This publication provides an analysis of utilisation of all
services recorded by the Performance Indicator Clients
and Services Online (PICASO) and the Client Manage-
ment Information System (CMIS) data systems. The unit
of analysis is a treatment episode at non government
organisations (NGOs), which includes Community Drug
Service Teams (CDSTs) and Next Step programs.

Note: Details of definitions and methodology are contained
on page 6.

Whilst this analysis supports inferences about trends and
shifts in availability in drugs, variations may also reflect
geographical, seasonal and supply factors throughout
WA.

It should also be noted that variations in the recording of
information in data systems can be affected by a number
of factors, such as changes in definitions, expansion of
coverage through inclusion of data from additional service
providers and revisions of protocols. Caution should be
used in interpreting trends prior to 2002 as not all NGOs
participated in the PICASO system.

MaAIN PoInTS

These data are from the period 1999 to 2004 and are
broken down by year for the Midwest & Murchison and
Goldfields & South East Coastal Health Regions (HRs)
by principal drug problem, agency type, type of treatment,
referral type and Aboriginality.
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Principal drug problem

Midwest & Murchison Health Region

The utilisation of all services grew by 33.5% from 1999
(358 episodes) to 2004 (478 episodes). See Table 1, page
3.

Trends in the utilisation of services by annual number of
episodes are as follows (Table 1, page 3):

» alcohol episodes increased by 114%, from 108 in 1999
to 231 in 2004;

« amphetamine episodes increased by 275%, from 12 in
1999 to 45 in 2004;

» cannabis episodes increased by 131%, from 61 in 1999
to 141 in 2004,

* heroin episodes declined by 78.1%, from 32 in 1999
to 7 in 2004;

» other drug episodes declined by 80.4%, from 138 in
1999 to 27 in 2004; and

* non drug episodes (which refers to admissions to
programs involving matters such as concern about a
family member, gambling, a child of a parent with a
drug problem etc) increased by 286%, from 7 in 1999
to 27 in 2004.

Trends in utilisation of services by drug expressed as the
annual proportion for that drug of all treatment episodes
from 1999 to 2004 are as follows (Table 1, page 3):

+ alcohol episodes I from 30.2% to 48.3%;

» amphetamines episodes M from 3.4% to 9.4%;

* cannabis episodes N from 17.0% to 29.5%;

* heroin episodes Vv from 8.9% to 1.5%;

+ other drugs episodes & from 38.5% to 5.6%; and
» non drug episodes P  from 2.0% to 5.6%;

Goldfields & South East Coastal Health Region
The utilisation of all services grew by 260% from 1999 (89
episodes) to 2004 (320 episodes). See Table 2, page 3.

Trends in the utilisation of services by annual number of
episodes are as follows (Table 2, page 3):

» alcohol episodes increased by 336%, from 28 in 1999
to 122 in 2004,

» amphetamine episodes increased by 3,400%, from 2
in 1999 to 70 in 2004;

This publication is available online at
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» cannabis episodes increased by 392%, from 12 in 1999
to 59 in 2004;

* heroin episodes declined by 56.0%, from 25 in 1999
to 11 in 2004;

+ other drug episodes increased by 120%, from 5 in 1999
to 11 in 2004; and

* non drug episodes increased by 176%, from 17 in 1999
to 47 in 2004.

Trends in utilisation of services by drug expressed as the
annual proportion for that drug of all treatment episodes
from 1999 to 2004 are as follows (Table 2, page 3):

* alcohol episodes 1 from 31.5% to 38.1%;

» amphetamines episodes I from 2.2% to 21.9%;
* cannabis episodes P 13.5% to 18.4%;

* heroin episodes ¥ from 28.1% to 3.4%;

+ other drug episodes ¥ from 5.6% to 3.4%; and
* non drug episodes ¥ from 19.1% to 14.7%;

Age group

The breakdown by 5 year age group and sex for the year
2004 indicates males were younger than females and were
mostly clustered in the 15 to 24 age range, whereas females
were distributed more evenly across all age groups except
the <15 age group (Figure 1).

Overall, of the 798 episodes in 2004, 17 (2.1%) involved
the <15 age group, 251 (31.5%) involved the 15 to 24 age
group, 265 (33.2%) involved the 25 to 34 age group, 167
(20.9%) involved the 35 to 44 age group and 98 (12.3%)
involved the 45 years and older age group.

Agency type

The breakdown of utilisation of services by agency type
shows that in the Goldfields & South East Coastal and
Midwest & Murchison HRs in 2004 the majority of serv-
ices were provided by CDSTs (Table 3, page 3).

Figure 1:
Number of episodes, all services, age group by
sex, Midwest & Goldfields Health Regions, 2004

In 2004 there was one SUC in the Goldfields & South East
Coastal HR which provided 1,019 (###%) episodes out of
a total of 1,339 episodes of attendances at all agencies.

In 2004 there was one SUC in the Midwest & Murchison
HR which provided 1,065 (###%) episodes out of a total
of 1,543 episodes of attendances at all agencies.

Main treatment type

Table 4 (page 4) presents a breakdown of major types of
treatment provided by all services in the years 2002 and
2003. This shows that in 2003 the majority of episodes
involved counselling in both the Goldfields & South East
Coastal (81.3%) and the Midwest & Murchison (61.0%)
HRs.

Referral type

In 2004 in the Goldfields & South East Coastal HR there
was a total of 320 referrals, of which 91 (28.4%) were
from the justice system, 85 (26.6%) were self referred
and 46 (14.4%) were referred by a family member (Table
5, page 4).

In 2004 in the Midwest & Murchison HR there was a
total of 478 referrals, of which 196 (41.0%) were from
the justice system, 95 (19.9%) were self referred and 77
(16.1%) were through diversion.

Indigenous status

Figure 2 (page 5) presents a breakdown of Aboriginal and
non Aboriginal episodes in the two HRs from 1999 to
2004. (This data excludes cases where Aboriginality had
not been recorded or was unknown.)

Overall, of the total of 4,425 episodes in 1999 to 2004,
1,479 (33.4%) were Aboriginal and 2,832 (64.0%) were
non Aboriginal. (See Table 6, page 5.)

It can also be seen there were variations in the proportion of
Aboriginal episodes with 24.9% and 38.5% of all episodes
in the Goldfields & South East Coastal and Midwest &
Murchison HRs respectively.
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PRriNcIPAL DRUG PROBLEM

Table 1:
Annual episodes, all services, principal drug problem, Midwest & Murchison Health Region
1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
n % n % n % n % n % n %
Alcohol 108  30.2 118 303 166  31.9 233 402 197 439 231 48.3
Amphetamines 12 3.4 27 6.9 69 13.3 70 121 55 12.2 45 9.4
Cannabis 61 17.0 89 229 114 21.9 170 29.4 115 25.6 141 29.5
Heroin 32 8.9 40 10.3 15 2.9 16 2.8 18 4.0 7 1.5
Other drugs 138 38.5 112 28.8 133 25.6 41 71 30 6.7 27 5.6
Non drug 7 2.0 3 0.8 23 44 49 8.5 34 7.6 27 5.6
Total 358 100.0 389 100.0 520 100.0 579 100.0 449 100.0 478 100.0

Table 2:
Annual episodes, all services, principal drug problem, Goldfields & South East Coastal Health
Region, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
n % n % n % n % n % n %
Alcohol 28 31.5 73 38.4 132 34.4 98 30.5 103 29.6 122 38.1
Amphetamines 2 2.2 30 15.8 60 15.6 55 171 57 16.4 70 21.9
Cannabis 12 13.5 32 16.8 99 25.8 84 26.2 105 30.2 59 18.4
Heroin 25 28.1 21 111 19 4.9 14 4.4 15 4.3 11 3.4
Other drugs 5 5.6 29 15.3 48 12.5 29 9.0 16 4.6 11 3.4
Non drug 17 191 5 2.6 26 6.8 41 12.8 52 14.9 47 14.7
Total 89 100.0 190 100.0 384 100.0 321 100.0 348 100.0 320 100.0

AGENcY TYPE

Table 3:
Annual episodes, all services, agency type, Midwest Health Regions, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Goldfields Health Region

CDSTs 57 160 354 291 321 277
Next Step 17 13 8 7 4 9
NGOs 15 17 22 23 23 34
Sub total 89 190 384 321 348 320
Sobering up centres 1,567 1,409 1,960 1,183 1,127 1,019
Total 1,656 1,599 2,344 1,504 1,475 1,339

Midwest & Murchison Health Region
CDSTs 343 358 509 529 389 436
Next Step 8 13 3 5 1 5
NGOs 7 18 8 45 59 37
Sub total 358 389 520 579 449 478
Sobering up centres 692 904 1,072 1,400 951 1,065
Total 1,050 1,293 1,592 1,979 1,400 1,543
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TREATMENT TYPE

Table 4:
Annual episodes, all services, treatment type, Goldfields Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Assessment only - 5 5 5 6 20
Counselling 14 95 317 253 295 265
Information & education only - 1 20 32 27 16
Pharmacotherapy 8 1 1 -
Rehabilitation 4 15 13 10 14 10
Detoxification 9 7 4 5
Other - - 4 13 1 4
Total 89 190 384 321 348 320

Table 5:

Annual episodes, all services, treatment type, Midwest Health Region, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Assessment only - 5 1 21 17 10
Counselling 344 361 490 349 279 298
Information & education only - 2 19 159 93 102
Pharmacotherapy 2 3 1 4 9
Rehabilitation 5 13 7 27 34 35
Detoxification 7 - 14 16 14
Other - - - 8 6 10
Total 358 389 520 579 449 478

RerFerraL TYPE

Table 6:
Annual episodes, all services, referral type, Goldfields Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Justice 12 47 151 94 126 91
Diversion - - 21 23 17 10
Family 3 14 30 29 50 46
Self 2 21 55 72 71 85
Medical 8 17 28 20 24 19
Non residential unit 5 23 51 43 23 34
Residential unit 4 8 14 6 15 4
Other 55 60 34 34 22 31
Total 89 190 384 321 348 320
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REerFerrAL TYPE

Table 7:
Annual episodes, all services, referral type, Midwest & Murchison Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Justice - 53 163 245 159 196
Diversion - 21 32 39 42 7
Family - 26 36 26 36 16
Self - 60 18 125 78 95
Medical - 21 105 63 74 41
Non residential unit - 32 33 37 42 32
Residential unit - 10 14 35 9 14
Other 358 166 19 9 9 7
Total 358 389 520 579 449 478

INDIGENOUS STATUS

Table 8:
Annual episodes, all services, indigenous status, Midwest health regions, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total

Goldfields & SE Coastal HR
Aboriginal 13 40 112 84 85 77 411
Non Aboriginal 63 144 216 220 262 243 1,148
Unknown 13 6 56 17 1 - 93
Total 89 190 384 321 348 320 1,652
Midwest & Murchison HR
Aboriginal 109 148 196 220 175 220 1,068
Non Aboriginal 240 237 322 357 272 256 1,684
Unknown 9 4 2 2 2 2 21
Total 358 389 520 579 449 478 2,773
Total
Aboriginal 122 188 308 304 260 297 1,479
Non Aboriginal 303 381 538 577 534 499 2,832
Unknown 22 10 58 19 3 2 14
Total 447 579 904 900 797 798 4,425

Utilisation of Services - Midwest health regions Page - 5



INDIGENOUS STATUS

Figure 2:

Annual episodes, all services, indigenous status
Midwest health regions, 1999-2004
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DruG & ALcoHoL OFFICE

UTiLisAaTION oF SERVICES, NORTH WEST HEALTH REGIONS

INTRODUCTION

This publication provides an analysis of utilisation of all
services recorded by the Performance Indicator Clients
and Services Online (PICASO) and the Client Manage-
ment Information System (CMIS) data systems. The unit
of analysis is a treatment episode at non government
organisations (NGOs), which includes Community Drug
Service Teams (CDSTs) and Next Step programs.

Note: Details of definitions and methodology are contained
on page 6.

Whilst this analysis supports inferences about trends and
shifts in availability in drugs, variations may also reflect
geographical, seasonal and supply factors throughout
WA.

It should also be noted that variations in the recording of
information in data systems can be affected by a number
of factors, such as changes in definitions, expansion of
coverage through inclusion of data from additional service
providers and revisions of protocols. Caution should be
used in interpreting trends prior to 2002 as not all NGOs
participated in the PICASO system.

MaAIN PoInTS

These data are from the period 1999 to 2004 and are broken
down by year for the Pilbara & Gascoyne and Kimberley
Health Regions (HRs) by principal drug problem, agency
type, type of treatment, referral type and Aboriginality.

Principal drug problem

Pilbara & Gascoyne Health Region
The utilisation of all services grew by 8.6% from 1999 (326
episodes) to 2004 (354 episodes). See Table 1, page 3.
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Trends in the utilisation of services by annual number of
episodes are as follows (Table 1, page 3):

 alcohol episodes increased by 18.1%, from 171 in 1999
to 202 in 2004;

* amphetamine episodes increased by 280%, from 15 in
1999 to 57 in 2004;

» cannabis episodes increased by 6.1%, from 49 in 1999
to 52 in 2004;

* heroin episodes declined by 86.8%, from 38 in 1999
to 5 in 2004;

» other drug episodes declined by 48.9%, from 45 in
1999 to 23 in 2004; and

* non drug episodes (which refers to admissions to
programs involving matters such as concern about a
family member, gambling, a child of a parent with a
drug problem etc) increased by 87.5%, from 8 in 1999
to 15 in 2004.

Trends in utilisation of services by drug expressed as the
annual proportion for that drug of all treatment episodes
from 1999 to 2004 are as follows (Table 1, page 3):

» alcohol episodes N from 52.5% to 57.1%;

* amphetamines episodes 1 from 4.6% to 16.1%;

+ cannabis episodes ¥ from 15.0% to 14.7%;
 heroin episodes ¥ from 11.7% to 1.4%;

* other drug episodes ¥ from 13.8% to 6.5%; and
» non drug episodes P  from 2.5% to 4.2%.

Kimberley Health Region
The utilisation of all services grew by 335% from 1999 (71
episodes) to 2004 (309 episodes). See Table 2, page 3.

Trends in the utilisation of services by annual number of
episodes are as follows (Table 2, page 3):

» alcohol episodes increased by 348%, from 44 in 1999
to 197 in 2004,

* amphetamine episodes increased by 467%, from 3 in
1999 to 17 in 2004;

» cannabis episodes increased by 556%, from 9 in 1999
to 59 in 2004;

* heroin episodes declined by 28.6%, from 7 in 1999 to
51n 2004,
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» other drug episodes increased by 138%, from 8 in 1999
to 19 in 2004; and

* non drug episodes increased by 1,100% from 1 in 2000
to 12 in 2004.

Trends in utilisation of services by drug expressed as the
annual proportion for that drug of all treatment episodes
from 1999 to 2004 are as follows (Table 2, page 3):

 alcohol episodes 1 from 62.0% to 63.8%;

» amphetamines episodes I from 4.2% to 5.5%;
» cannabis episodes P 12.7% to 19.1%;

* heroin episodes ¥ from 9.9% to 1.6%;

+ other drug episodes ¥ from 11.3% to 6.1%; and
* non drug episodes N 0.6% (year 2000) to 3.9%;

Age group
The breakdown of age distribution by sex for the year 2004

indicates that for both males and females the most frequent
age group was 25 to 34 years (Figure 1).

Overall, of the 903 episodes in 2004, 11 (1.2%) involved
the <15 age group, 171 (18.9%) involved the 15 to 24 age
group, 223 (24.7%) involved the 25 to 34 age group, 428
(47.4%) involved the 35 to 44 age group and 70 (7.8%)
involved the 45 years and older age group.

Agency type

The breakdown of utilisation of services by agency type,
shows that in the Pilbara & Gascoyne and Kimberley HRs
in 2004 the majority of services were provided by CDSTs
(Table 3, page 3).

In 2004 there were six SUCs in the Kimberley HR which

provided 11,387 (97.4%) episodes out of a total of 11,696
episodes of attendances at all agencies.

Figure 1:

Number of episodes, all services, age group by sex

North West Health Regions, 2004

In 2004 there were two SUCs in the Pilbara & Gascoyne
HR which provided 2,429 (87.3%) episodes out of a total
of 2,783 episodes of attendances at all agencies.

Main treatment type

Table 4 (page 4) presents a breakdown of major types of
treatment provided in the years 2002 and 2003. This shows
that in 2003 the majority of episodes involved counselling
in both the Kimberley (71.0%) and the Pilbara & Gascoyne
(62.7%) HRs.

Referral type

In 2004 in the Kimberley HR there were a total of 309
referrals, of which 104 (33.7%) were self referred, 87
(28.2% ) were from the justice system and 60 (19.4%) were
from a a non residential unit (Table 5, page 4).

In 2004 in the Pilbara & Gascoyne HR there were a total of
354 referrals, of which 154 (43.5%) were from the justice
system, 90 (25.4%) were self referred and 36 (10.2%) were
from a non residential unit.

Indigenous status

Figure 2 (page 5) presents a breakdown of Aboriginal and
non Aboriginal episodes in the two HRs from 1999 to
2004. (This data excludes cases where Aboriginality had
not been recorded or was unknown.)

Overall, of the total of 3,729 episodes in 1999 to 2004,
2,106 (56.5%) were Aboriginal and 1,555 (41.7%) were
non Aboriginal. (See Table 6, page 5.)

It can also be seen there were variations in the propor-
tion of Aboriginal episodes, with 62.0% and 52.6% of all
episodes in the Kimberley and Pilbara & Gascoyne HRs
respectively.
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PRrinciPAL DRuG PROBLEM

Table 1:
Annual episodes, all services, principal drug problem, Pilbara & Gascoyne Health Region
1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
n % n % n % n % n % n %
Alcohol 171 525 187  48.8 180  46.2 147  37.6 169 484 202 57.1
Amphetamines 15 4.6 31 8.1 51 131 42 107 49 14.0 57  16.1
Cannabis 49  15.0 95 2438 103 264 158  40.4 79 226 52 147
Heroin 38 M7 25 6.5 18 46 15 3.8 10 29 5 1.4
Other drugs 45 138 39 102 31 7.9 21 5.4 12 3.4 23 6.5
Non drug 8 25 6 1.6 7 1.8 8 2.0 30 8.6 15 4.2
Total 326 100.0 383 100.0 390 100.0 391 100.0 349 100.0 354 100.0
Table 2:
Annual episodes, all services, principal drug problem, Kimberley Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
n % n % n % n % n % n %

Alcohol 44 620 12 647 130  51.0 191 47.0 195  60.6 197  63.8
Amphetamines 3 4.2 10 5.8 19 7.5 24 5.9 24 7.5 17 5.5
Cannabis 9 127 23 133 58 227 84 207 64  19.9 59 191
Heroin 7 9.9 16 9.2 9 3.5 10 25 5 1.6 5 1.6
Other drugs 8 113 11 6.4 26 102 58 143 21 6.5 19 6.1
Non drug - - 1 0.6 13 5.1 39 9.6 13 4.0 12 3.9
Total 71 100.0 173 100.0 255 100.0 406 100.0 322 100.0 309 100.0

AGENcY TYPE

Table 3:
Annual episodes, all services, agency type, North West Health Regions, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Kimberley Health Region

CDSTs 64 166 247 388 305 291
Next Step - 4 4 2 3 9
NGOs 7 3 4 16 14 9
Sub total 71 173 255 406 322 309
Sobering up centres 8,769 8,721 8,686 10,513 13,467 11,387
Total 8,840 8.894 8,941 10,919 13,789 11,696

Pilbara & Gascoyne Health Region
CDSTs 309 363 361 356 321 320
Next Step 7 9 8 9 4 11
NGOs 10 11 21 26 24 23
Sub total 326 383 390 391 349 354
Sobering up centres 3,181 3,947 3,102 2,808 2,104 2,429
Total 3,507 4,330 3,492 3,199 2,453 2,783
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TREATMENT TYPE

Table 4:
Annual episodes, all services, treatment type, Kimberley Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Assessment only - 2 11 18 15 18
Counselling 63 150 205 314 230 240
Information & education only 4 15 24 48 49 24
Pharmacotherapy - 2 3 2
Rehabilitation 1 1 3 5
Detoxification 3 1 4 1 14

Other - 2 5 18 5
Total 71 173 255 406 322 309

Table 5:
Annual episodes, all services, treatment type, Pilbara & Gascoyne Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Assessment only - 8 8 18 27 24
Counselling 301 347 331 249 223 271
Information & education only 1 10 29 94 71 28
Pharmacotherapy 3 1
Rehabilitation 8 10 12 4 12
Detoxification 10 6 6 15 8 11
Other 3 1 1 8 4 8
Total 326 383 390 391 349 354

REerFerraL TYPE

Table 6:
Annual episodes, all services, referral type, Kimberley Health Region, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Justice - 5 33 63 62 87
Diversion - 5 8 9 13 10
Family 4 9 13 38 22 20
Self 9 97 100 152 105 104
Medical 7 21 30 32 25 18
Non residential unit 2 15 55 94 77 60
Residential unit 3 8 7 14 13 4
Other 46 13 9 4 5 6
Total 71 173 255 406 322 309
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REerFerrAL TYPE

Table 7:
Annual episodes, all services, referral type
Pilbara & Gascoyne Health Region, 1999-2004

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Justice 29 133 114 176 133 154
Diversion - 27 41 41 33 24
Family 1 21 22 17 25 13
Self 1 30 76 59 68 90
Medical 1 20 31 22 30 6
Non residential unit 5 20 32 27 30 36
Residential unit 3 12 50 26 15 12
Other 276 120 24 23 15 19
Total 326 383 390 391 349 354

INDIGENOUS STATUS

Table 8:
Annual episodes, all services, indigenous status, North West health regions, 1999-2004
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total
Kimberley HR
Aboriginal 38 101 144 261 215 194 953
Non Aboriginal 28 67 108 134 106 113 556
Unknown 5 5 3 11 1 2 27
Total 71 173 255 406 322 309 1,536
Pilbara & Gascoyne HR
Aboriginal 160 205 187 223 203 175 1,153
Non Aboriginal 152 172 195 164 143 173 999
Unknown 14 6 8 4 3 6 41
Total 326 383 390 391 349 354 2,193
Total
Aboriginal 198 306 331 484 418 369 2,106
Non Aboriginal 180 239 303 298 249 286 1,555
Unknown 19 1 1 15 4 8 68
Total 397 556 645 797 671 663 3,729
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INDIGENOUS STATUS

Figure 2:
Annual episodes, all services, indigenous status
North West health regions, 1999-2004
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